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INSCRIPTIONS FROM PRIVERNUM 



The inscriptions here published were lately discovered at 
Piperno in the course of visits I made there when studying the 
remains of ancient Privernum. Most of them certainly came 
from Piperno Vecchio, the Roman Privernum, in the plain 
below the present Piperno. 

1. On a cinerary urn of white marble (Fig. 1) 1 in a wall 
of the rear balcony of the Casa Colandrea, Via S. Vito e Stello, 




Figure 1. — Inscription from Privernum. 



22, where Vincenzo Oliva copied it on March 25, 1885. This 
is near the old church of S. Vito, and the urn may have served 
as a holy water basin there, as did a similar urn bearing C.I.L. 
X, 6448, in the neighboring church of the Madonna della Stella. 

1 The photograph of this inscription is kindly furnished by Mr. J. H. Ten 

Eyck Burr. 

American Journal of Archaeology, Second Series. Journal of the g|g 

Archaeological Institute of America, Vol. XIV (1910), No. 3. 
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Height of urn, 0.27 m.; width at top, 0.34 m. ; at bottom, 
0.325 m.; depth, about 0.29 m.; the panel with the inscription 
measures 0.11 x 0.21 m. On the right side of the urn are cut 
two crossed shields with elaborate decorations ; similar orna- 
ments are often found on sarcophagi. Letters of the inscrip- 
tion poorly cut; height in line 1, 0.015 m. ; lines 2-4, 0.017- 
0.019 m. 

D . M 

A E L I N i.e., Aelian(i) 
SOT E 
R I A D I S 

I can find no other examples of a name Soterias ; Soteris is 
common, and in Uph. Epigr. VIII (1899), p. 136, No. 530, we 
have Soteriae used as the genitive of the cognomen of a certain 
Marcus Aemilius. 

2. Upper part of the front of a cinerary urn of white marble, 
found in the Madonna di Mezzo Agosto at Piperno Vecchio, 
now in possession of Sig. Pietro Tacconi. Dimensions, 0.12 x 
0.07 x 0.035 m. ; height of surface with inscription, 0.05 m. 
Good letters of the first century, 0.015 m. high in line 1, 
0.011 m. in lines 2-3. 

D • M 
CLODIAE • M • ET- 3 • i i.e., l(ibertae) 
MELT i -D-H- 

3. Lower part of white marble slab with mouldings, found 
at Piperno Vecchio, now in possession of Ispettore Giuseppe 
Jannicola. Dimensions, 0.135x0.095x0.03 m.; height of 
surface with inscription, 0.03 m. Letters, 0.008 m. high. 

G E L L I V S 

4. Left portion of a tabella ansata, complete at bottom, of 
white marble, in the garden of Don Giulio Bianconi, where 
it was placed before August 12, 1896, by Vincenzo Oliva. 
Dimensions, 0.16 x 0.095 x 0.02 m. Letters of the second cen- 
tury, 0.015 m. high. 

H E D I A E • 
C N I V G I 
ET-SVlS-O 
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5. Base of white marble, broken at right and bottom ; same 
place as last, also brought there by Oliva. Dimensions, 0.32 x 
0.43 x 0.23 m.; width of surface for inscription, 0.23 m. On 
the right side of the base is sculptured a patera, now partly 
broken, on the left side an urceus. Letters of the first century, 
badly worn; height in line 1, 0.025 m. ; in the other lines, 
0.02 m. 



D . 


M 


. IVNIO- ///lASO 


1 V N 1 A 


. P A V L A 


PAT 


R 1 


BENE ME 


R E nti 


F EC 


\ t 


/ / / / 





The cognomen in line 2 is quite uncertain ; I can find no cog- 
nomina used with Iunius ending in -asus. The combination 
Junta Paula apparently does not occur elsewhere, though we 
have Iunia Paulina in C.I.L. V, 5899, VIII, 11763. 

6. Fragment of white marble slab, found at Rione S. Salva- 
tore, near Piperno Vecchio, now in possession of Sig. Jannicola. 
Dimensions, 0.12 x 0.185 x 0.045 m. Letters of the second 
century, much worn, about 0.014-0.02 m. high. 

/ V ////// / 
• kill! D V l< • / u Ouf(entina)? 
E R • Q V I D • F/ 
ET« SINE- FlNI 
CVM-SENTlRI 

t t r . l v cT i 

This may be a fragment of a poetic epitaph. 

7. Fragment of white marble slab, complete at bottom, in 
the garden of Don Giulio Bianconi, where it was placed before 
August 12, 1896, by Vincenzo Oliva. Dimensions, 0.12 x 0.18 
X 0.05 m. Letters well cut, probably of the early third cen- 
tury, 0.04 m. high. 

.EIV 
S • I V L I 
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8. Fragment of white marble slab, found at Piperno Vec- 
chio, now in possession of Sig. Jannicola. Dimensions, 0.10 x 
0.18 x 0.035 m. Letters of the third century, 0.065 m. high. 

M 

9. Fragment of limestone from a monumental inscription, 
seen by me in one of the mediaeval buildings north of the 
high road at Piperno Vecchio, March 17, 1910. Dimensions, 
0.21 x 0.30 x 0.18 m. (broken at back). The complete letter 
is 0.195 m. high. 

S_/ 

10. On the south side of the high road, just inside the south 
side of the mediaeval wall of Piperno Vecchio, on November 
16, 1909, I picked up a fragment of brick with a stamp of one 
horizontal line in raised letters, broken at each end. It reads 
LLAK/. Sig. Jannicola has in his possession a similar stamp 
found at Piperno Vecchio, complete at the right end, which 
reads, / L L A N '. I can find no record of this stamp in 
CIL. ; note, however, the fragmentary stamp from Ferentino, 
known only from a manuscript copy by Giorgi, C.I.L. X, 
8043 102 , L L A C I, and the stamp on a patera from Sardinia, 
also known only from a manuscript copy by Spano, C.I.L. X, 
8056 519 , L • L A N I I. 

11. Sig. Jannicola has also in his possession a piece from the 
bottom of an amphora, found at Piperno Vecchio, with the in- 
scription A P O in raised letters on the side. Similar marks 
are found on Arretine ware, as in C.I.L. XIII, 10009 36 , XV, 
4990. 

12. The bottom of a piece of an Arretine vase, owned by Sig. 
Jannicola, has stamped on it an inscription in raised letters. 

I have not found this in C I. L. 
V E C I I 

A study of several published inscriptions from Piperno has 
made it possible to correct the copies of the Corpus and the 
Notizie degli Scavi (1899, pp. 98-101) in many particulars, as 
follows : 

Only a small part of C.I.L. X, 6439, the Corpus states, is 
now in existence ; the complete inscription is known only from 
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a copy by Marini. I have discovered in the Galleria Lapida- 

ria practically all the rest of the inscription, in the fragments 

already published as C.I.L. VI, 1578, 30553 8 ' 30 > 31 , besides an 

unpublished fragment in the same division as the last three, 

A i "vi 
which reads r i a m* ^ ne inscription as reconstructed may be 

represented as follows, letters still known only from Marini's 
copy being given in italics : 



RVFINOi 
NO-1 



ICVtf/fcNlcv 
TRIVMVIRi 
BVS'lVDICAtAD/SSE 
V) RO -EQVES 
TVRMARVM/O^K 
PRIVERNATfrVPA 
TRONQDlGNl/sSlMo 



a = C.I.L. X, 6439 = VI, 1695. 
b = new fragment. 
c = CJ.L. VI, 1578. 
d= C.I.L. VI, 30553 » 
e = C.I.L. VI, 30553 31 . 
/= C.I.L. VI, 30553 8 . 



The correctness of Marini's copy in lines 7 and 8 is now proved. 
C.I.L. X, 6435 is still in S. Cristoforo, used as a base for a 
font. It is of about 200 a.d. (cf. C.I.L. VI, 32526 = 3884). 
There is a point at the end of line 4 ; in line 5 the final S is 
smaller than the other letters. 

C.I.L. X, 6443, 6446, 6460 are still in the front wall of the 
building used as an osteria at Piperno Vecchio, much obscured 
by repeated coats of whitewash. C.I.L. X, 6443 is apparently 
of the second century ; in 6460 the NT of line 5 form a ligature. 

X, 6448 is in S. Maria della Stella (Madonna della Stella), 
not, as the Corpus says, in S. Maria della Scala. The letters 
are poor. 

X, 6449, 6454, 6459 are still where the editor of the Corpus 
saw them. X,6449 may date from the end of the first century. 
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In line 1 the T overtops the other letters ; in line 2 the E does 
not seem a modern addition, as the Corpus would have it. 
X, 6454 is a columbarium inscription of the second century. 
X, 6459 may be of the first century ; the words in line 3 are 
separated by a point. 

X, 6451 and 6452 are in the places described. X, 6451 is of 
the first century, 6452 of the second. 

X, 6455 is not now at Roccasecca and is apparently lost. 

X, 6458 is now in the possession of Sig. Pietro Tacconi, but 
broken into two pieces. It dates from the first century. 

I have also seen X, 6442, 6450, 8288, but there is nothing 
new to be added. 

Of the 16 fragments mentioned in Notizie degli Scavi, 1899, 
pp. 98-101, I have found all but Nos. 3, 10, 11, 12. No. 1 
is of a good period; points should be indicated in the copy 
after I D in line 3 and at the end of line 4. No 2 is late Re- 
publican ; there are traces of a third line above the two given 
in the Notizie. No. 4 is certainly from a monumental inscrip- 
tion, for the letters are 0.09-0.115 m. in height. The letters of 
No. 14 do not necessarily indicate that it is Christian. In No. 
15 accents stand above the first A of line 2 and the P of line 4. 

The inscription recorded in Notizie degli Scavi, 1904, p. 53, 
is also at Piperno in the garden of Sig. Jannicola. The place 
where it was found, Ponte del Carciofo, is on the high road 
about a kilometre east of Piperno Vecchio, in the Rione S. Sal- 
vatore. With it was found a fragment of a statue of a woman. 

Henry H. Armstrong. 

Rome, March 22, 1910. 



